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1. Government Guidance: 
 

1.1 What the funding is for: 

 

In June 2020 the government announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young 

people to catch up on missed learning caused by coronavirus (COVID19). This is especially 

important for the most vulnerable pupils and pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds who 

we know have been most affected. This funding includes: 

 

• a one-off universal £650 million catch-up premium for the 2020 to 2021 academic year 

to ensure that schools have the support they need to help all pupils make up for missed 

learning  

• a £350 million National Tutoring Programme to provide additional, targeted support for 

those children and young people who need the most help, which includes: 

o a schools programme for 5 to 16-year-olds – for more information, see the 

National Tutoring Programme FAQs 

o a 16 to 19 tuition fund 

o an oral language intervention programme for reception-aged children 

 

1.2 Eligibility: 

 

The followings settings are eligible: 

 

o primary, secondary and all through local authority-maintained schools, academies 

and free schools 

o local authority-maintained special schools 

o special academies and free schools 

o special schools not maintained by a local authority 

o pupil referral units 

o alternative provision (AP) academies and free schools 

o local authority-maintained hospital schools and academies 

o independent special schools 

Funding will be provided to local authorities for pupils with education, health and care 

(EHC) plans who are educated in independent special schools based on the number of 

such pupils in their area. 

 

1.3 Funding allocations: 

 

School allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis. 

 

Mainstream schools will get £80 for each pupil from reception to year 11 inclusive. 

 

The following settings will get £240 for each place for the 2020 to 2021 academic year: 

o special schools, including special units within mainstream schools 

o AP schools 

o hospital schools 
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Additional weighting was applied to specialist settings, recognising the significantly higher 

per pupil costs they face. A typical primary school of 200 pupils will receive £16,000 while a 

typical secondary school of 1,000 pupils will receive £80,000. 

 

 

1.4 Payment Schedule: 

 

Schools will get funding in 3 tranches. 

 

o Autumn 2020 – this was based on the most recent available data on pupils in 

mainstream schools and high needs place numbers in special, AP, hospital schools 

and special schools not maintained by a local authority. 

 

o Early 2021 – based on updated pupil and place data. This payment also took 

account of the initial part payment made in autumn 2020 so that schools received a 

total of £46.67 per pupil or £140 per place across the first 2 payment rounds. 

 

o Summer 2021 term - a further £33.33 per pupil or £100 per place. 

 

       

1.5 How funding allocations are calculated: 

For mainstream schools, the 4 to 15 pupil headcount from the October 2020 census was 

used. For special, AP and hospital schools, the following was used: 

o 2019 to 2020 academic year place numbers from the published local authority 2019 

to 2020 financial year budget returns for local authority-maintained schools 

o the published high needs place numbers for the 2020 to 2021 academic year for 

academies and special schools not maintained by a local authority 

Similar to the pupil premium, schools should use the sum available to them as a single total 

even though funding is calculated on a per pupil or per place basis. Funding will only be 

available for the 2020 to 2021 academic year and will not be added to schools’ baselines in 

calculating future years’ funding allocations. 

 

1.6 Using catch-up funding: 

 

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils’ education 

recovery in line with the curriculum expectations in the actions for schools during the 

coronavirus outbreak guidance. 

 

While schools can use their funding in a way that suits their cohort and circumstances, they 

are expected to use this funding for specific activities which will help pupils catch up on 

missed learning. Schools should particularly focus on disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils 

as we know they have been most affected. 

 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment 

Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for schools with 

evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. 
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To support schools to implement their catch-up plans effectively, EEF has published the 

school planning guide: 2020 to 2021. This will provide further guidance on how schools 

should implement catch-up strategies and supporting case studies to highlight effective 

practice. 

 

Schools can use catch-up premium funding to support any summer catch-up provision that 

they are offering and can carry funding forward to future academic years. 

 

 

2. Link to School Development Plan 2021/22: 

 

Sprint planning is about ensuring that we remain agile within a challenging context. The focus 

is on responsiveness, flexibility, and continuous improvement in a world where priorities are 

shifting rapidly. Whilst each pillar has its own priorities there is a thread that runs through each 

sprint to ensure a galvanised approach. 
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3. The RAAS 3-Tier Spending Approach: 

 

At RAAS we tend to made spending decisions to incorporate a variety of activities to 

address the teaching and learning gaps they exist due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

rationale is to: 

o Identify strategies to make the quality of teaching the best it can be 

o Identify where targeted academic support is needed 

o Identify an pursue wider strategies to enhance and develop meta-cognition and 

self-regulation    

 

4. Allocation of funds: 
 

Completed activities 
 

2020-2021 

 Aspect Indicative Description 

Tier 1: 
Teaching & 
learning 

Remote learning Microsoft Teams licences 
Webcams 

Supporting remote learning in 
boarding houses 

Headphones 
 

CPD opportunities 
 

Various providers 

Departmental bids Departments have bid for 
bespoke catch-up resources 

Tier 2: 
Targeted 
academic support 

Academic clinics Payment for teachers running 
extra clinics 

Small group catch-up 
 

English, Maths & Science 
tutoring 

Tier 3: 
Wider strategies 

Extended day (including 
breakfast, after school and prep 
club) 

Payment for staff running our 
extended day programme 

Social and emotional learning 
 

Counselling service 
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Planned activities 

 

2021-2022 

 Aspect Indicative Description 

Tier 1: 
Teaching & 
learning 

Remote learning 
 

Turnitin license 

Junior revision materials 
 

SATS revision resources 

KS3 Concentric curriculum 
materials 

White Rose Maths booklets & 
texts 
Doddle Science license  

Tier 2: 
Targeted 
academic support 

Student conferences Payment for targeted students to 
attend revision conferences 

Small group catch-up 
 

English, Maths & Science 
tutoring 

Tier 3: 
Wider strategies 

English literature student trip Aspects of tragedy trip for 
English Literature students 

Study skills workshop Student workshops focusing on 
resilience and can-do attitude 

 

5. Monitoring Impact: 

 

We carefully consider the proposed impact of each initiative before allocating funds and 

then we evaluate the actual impact.  

 

During 2020/2021, our spending of the COVID catch-up premium has enabled the 

following: 

• All teachers were able to deliver live lessons 

• Recorded lessons enabled students to access lessons online for revision 

• Boarding houses were equipped to ensure students were able to access live lessons 

• An extended day supported students every day from 7.30am to 7.00pm 

• Students were able to develop their independent learning skills through prep 

• Teaching & learning remained high quality 

• The Progress 8 score with GCSE results was maintained  

• The Year 13 Alps score was broadly in line with prior years 

• Intervention was effective and targeted 

• Student behaviour and attitude to learning remained a strength 

• Academic departments delivered a broad, balanced and enriching curriculum 

 

During 2021/2022, our spending of the COVID catch-up premium will enable the following: 

• All teachers are able to utilise software to aid teaching & learning 

• Quality of evidence for student coursework are increased by utilising Turnitin 

software 

• Students will be able to develop their independent learning skills through student 

conferences 

• Teaching & learning will remain high quality 

• Pupils progress will be above average 

• Intervention are effective and targeted 

• Student behaviour and attitude to learning remains a strength 
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• Academic departments continue to deliver a broad, balanced and enriching 

curriculum, particularly through development of the concentric curriculum in Key 

Stage 3  

 

 


